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LEADING BY EXAMPLE?  
EU CITIZENS’ PREFERENCES FOR CLIMATE 

LEADERSHIP  (OVERCOMING SOC DILEMMA)
EU agreement each country 
cuts by 30%. Do you want 
your country to cut by 10% 

more?
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Expected probabilities

: 
– i) other EU-states do not react - continue according to the agreement, 
– ii) others follow the example and decrease their emissions, or 
– iii) Other states increase their emissions.

Beliefs
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Example 
of choice 
situation
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Results A: beliefs reaction of other countries if own country 
takes the lead
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Results B: predicted support for taking the lead
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Results C : Predicted share of yes votes
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The support declines as the cost increases. 
At realistic cost levels NO majority for leadership.
However quite strong support for conditional 
leadership. 
As it turns out EU commission leads (Fit for 55) 

Conclusions II
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